Thoracoscopic lung resection: use of a new endoscopic linear stapler.
Recent advances in rigid endoscopic imaging capabilities, light sources, and instrumentation have dramatically expanded the potential role of laparoscopic and thoracoscopic surgery. The recent introduction of an endoscopic linear stapling device has made possible thoracoscopic pulmonary resection. A 28-year-old woman with a history of recurrent pneumothorax, diffuse interstitial fibrosis, and left apical microblebs underwent thoracoscopic lung resection using this new stapling device. A 3 x 5 cm segment of involved lung tissue was removed. Postoperatively, the patient manifested no evidence of air leak and was discharged 48 h after surgery.